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Pitching Business – The Dragon’s Den
We’re all familiar with The Dragon’s Den on TV... #GBS20 sees our own version of 
Dragon’s Den with an opportunity for six business ideas from students and young people 
to be pitched to our real-life Business Dragons. The business ideas that are pitched 
will be judged and a winner announced. This event is about the experience for young 
entrepreneurs in pitching to business leaders who have been there and lived the journey. 
We don’t have an investment pot on offer, but if your business idea is good enough...

Claire Thayers (Chair)
Claire worked in the world of packaging design for 15 years, with 
Visit Cornwall and most recently with Happerly, in food provenance. 
She has a real passion for the food and drink sector and agri.  
And now runs her own business Claire Thayers Associates.

The Dragons:

Des Coates of Oliver Coates is a business owner and venture 
capitalist with interests across hotels, hospitality, fashion and 
technology.

Tom Beasley is a Non-executive director and Mentor, CEO of  
Active Gloucestershire and has a career history working with  
the education sector, high growth businesses and technology.

Oliver Bruce was a young Entrepreneur when he started 
PinPointMedia in 2013. Now a successful and still growing 
business, Oliver is at the forefront of business communications 
and video media.


